AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENT..L RESEARCH 
Jerusalem and Baghdad 
_ SRCHAEOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER 


Confidential* * * * *» * * * *Not for Publication 


Newsletter #6 1958-1959 Jerusalem,December 26, 1958. 


On November 24, Dr. Lester Kuyper, Robert Smith, and I started off 

for a tour of antiquities in Egypt. iJe were glad that Air Jordan had 
been permitted to resume service just a few weeks earlier, after be- 
ing grounded during the disturbances of the summer, and could now 
provide a non-stop flight between Jerusalem and Cairo. Our first 
venture was a typical tourist's visit to ancient Memnhis where the De- 
partment of Antiquities is building a shelter over a colossus of 
vamses II, to Sakkara, and to Giza where behind the Great Pyramid work 
is in progress on the excavation of another solar boat, 


The trip to Tanis was less routine and required considerable help from 
the Department of Antiquities. In the Cairo office, Dr. Labib Hab- 
achi, who has a particular interest in the Delta sites, helped us to 
secure letters of introduction and permits that opened the way for us, 
not only in the Delta but later also in Upper Egypt. At Zagazig the 
Department office arranged for a driver and provided still more per- 
mits. ‘/e stopped first at Bubastis; then made the 80 kilometer drive 
to Tanis. Though half the road was unpaved, the trip was not really 
so uncomfortable as many persons in Cairo had led us to believe; and 
we .at a chance to observe Egyptian village and agricultural life at 
Close range. Later we were told that in the near future paved road 


and railroad service would be extended to San el Hagar, the town be- 
side the Tanis mound. 


Je errived at Tanis about lunch time and were admitted to a shed 
which must have been used by an archaeological excavation. There a- 
mong stored tools was a rough table and benches that served us very 
well for dining purposes. We each had a third of our respective 
loaves of bread, a slice of meat, and another of cheese, a hard boiled 
egg, and a benana. The guard brought us a pitcher of water which we 
used as David did when the three mighty men brought him a drink from 
the well of Bethlehem. As we ate we realized this wes the fourth 
Thursday of November and that we were enjoying our Thanksgiving din- 
ner. Later we heard about the bancuet Omar prepared for those back 
at the School in Jerusalem--turkey, cranberries, pumpkin pie, and you 
can guess the rest. But we got to see Tanis. 6 were impressed by 
the vast extent of the mound, with the large portions excavated and 
still larger portions untouched. The chief monuments are the tombs 
from dynasties XXI ~ XXIII, and a temple with a colwssus of Ramses in- ~ 
tact and a long avenue of obelisks all broken and tumbled down. 


On the return trip, when we had stopped to photograph some cows oper- 
ating a water wheel in an irrigation ditch, we were invited to tea by 
a sheikh. ‘Je enjoyed his hospitality; then found it was growing too 
late to stop when we saw a man tramping mud and straw in a pit beside 
a yard of bricks laid out to dry. ‘Je did stop at SNantir where in the 
dusk we made out a smaller mound than the one at Tanis, and one with 
almost nothing of monumental remains, 
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days Dr. Kuyper left for Kuwait, Bahrein, and Muscat where 
mission stations of his church and observed the variety of 
conditions in different parts of the Arab world. Mr. Smith and I 
went on to Alexandria where we hed a room that looked out over the 
location of the ancient Pharos Lighthouse. After visits to the Greco- 
Roman Museum, the Serapeum, and catacombs, we flew to Luxor, 


We stayed at the Oriental Institute. Though Dr. John Wilson who is 
serving as director this year was back in the Ststes for a fortnight, 
his wife and Dr. and Mrs. Charles Nims left nothing undone to make us 
comforteble and to assist us in seeing the large number of monuments. 
Restoration work continues on both the Karnak and Luxor temples and 
excavation is underway in front of the Luxor Temple. These are pro- 
jects of the Egyptian government. ‘cross the river at Medinet Habu, 
the Institute keeps three artists busy copying inscriptions from the 
Walls of the temple. After seeing Deir el Bahri, the Ramesseum, and 


several tombs of the kings, and of the nobles, we were ready to go on 
to Aswan. 


.rrangements had been made for us by the engineer at the Oriental In- 
stitute, Ilir. Tim Healy, which made it easy to visit the quarry, the 
jumble of ruins on the Elephantine Island, the tombs on the west bank, 
and several other places. Je made the return trip north by day train, 
and visited some site each day. Thus we saw the temple at Edfu, ruins 
at Abydos, Tell el Amarna, and the tombs of Beni Hasan. ‘Je were per- 
tioularly fortunate in receiving hospitality at Asyut College from the 


president, Dr. Skelly, his wife and others from the ‘merican Mission, 


and in Mallawi from Pastor Jillism Jousef. ‘fter having ridden cam- 
els, mules and donkeys, Nile boats and second-class trains, and after 
walking miles and miles, we arrived back in Cairo. We spent more time 
in the museums. Then Mr. Smith followed up a special interest he has 
developed, returned to Alexandria to visit Mr. Luces Benachi and sai 


& portion of his collection of 6,000 lamps. By mid-December everyone 
was back at the School. 


We discovered thet in our absence others at the School had not been 
idle. There had been a trip to the Place of the Baptism and to Khir- 
bet el-Mefjer, followed by lunch at the Dead Sea. But most interest- 
ing was that Mahmud had become a gardener-turned-archaeologist., On 
December 4 he was digging a hole to receive the debris from a cistern 
which was being cleaned. At a point between eight and nine meters in- 
side the front fence and about two meters inside the line of the 
westernmost wall of the school buildings, he struck solid stone a few 
centimeters below the surfece of the ground. This proved to be a 
wall slightly more than a half meter thick, running east and west,and 
plestered on the south side. In the area to the south of the wall, a 
hole roughly a meter and a half square and half a meter deep, reveal- 
ed a floor of stone slabs. Digging was stopped until December 15 
when more cereful work could be done. Tracing the wall farther to the 
west than in the original digging and clearing about a meter to the 


north of the wall, brought to light a mosaic in sufficiently good 
state to show an attractive pattern. 


Reading in the volume by Sukenik and Mayer on The Third Wall of Jerus~ 
alem showed that the Denartment of -ntiquities had uncovered the same 
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mosaic in 1926 but had not written a description of it. further 

study has revealed moséics of similar pattern are on record for four- 
teen other places in Palestine. The nearest in identity, however, is 
to be found in.St. Etienne Church at the Ecole Biblique,There the 

same combination of borders and field exist just a block from the A- 
merican School. Some more work is planned to see what can be learned 
about stratification of the remains, but for the time being, events of 
the h6Sliday season have taken precedence. 


A few days before Christmas, guests began to arrive and enliven the 
conversations at meals. The group included Dr. and Mrs. /Jallace Mc- 
Leod formerly at the University of Toronto and presently spending 
their second year at the American School of Classical Studies in Ath- 
ens; Mrs. Emily G. Young from the émerican Community School in Beirut, 
who had spent two months at the School last spring; Mr. Park Dicker- 
son of Yale University; Mir. Raja Khuri and Miss Soumaya Makdisi of the 
American University in Beirut; and Canon PrP. Leconte of the Theological 
Faculty at Lille, France, who had visited the School earlier in the 
tall. 

During the festivities the tires on the School car scarcely had time 
to cool between trips to Bethlehem. A group went down for the en- 
trance of the Latin Patriarch at 2:P.M. on the twenty-fourth. Others 
went at 4:30 for the Protestant service at the YMCA Shepherds Field. 
Though all were back at the School for dinner, the car left again for 
the Anglicen Carol Sing at 9:P.M. in the courtyard of the Church of 
the Nativity. A still later car-load added to those who could attend 
the Roman Catholic midnight mass in the Church of St. Catherine. Some 
did not return until two hours before breekfast Christmas morning, 
after early morning mass in the Latin Church at Shepherds Field. Last 
came the Lutheran 11:00 A.)!. service in Jerusalem, which I had the 
privilege of conducting. 


Bh the School, Omar proved himself a good Santa Claus as well as cook, 
He had made Christmas trees from a few branches of cypress, which with 
various decorations by the ladies, provided the Christmas setting. The 
sumptuous turkey dinner taxed the gastronomic limitetions of all the 
participants, and plum pudding, blue flame and all, provided the grend 
finale. Gifts were distributed to the Arab staff. Then there was but 
brief respite before the buffet supper in the Director's house, fol- 
lowed by gemes and carol singing. It had been a Nerry Christmas and 
time to wish all a Good Night. All at the School were grateful for 
the greetings from many friends back home and would wish for them 

thet the holiday there may have been as joyous as here. 


Robert J. Marshall 
4nnual Professor 


Jerusalem School 








